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Of the numerous lasting changes at Broadway Baptist that began during John Claypool’s tenure there, 
the emphasis on congregational participation throughout the season of Advent is surely one of the 
most beloved. By celebrating the coming of Christ into the world as a time of anticipation and joyful 
reception, Broadway members began to experience Christmas as an even more profound and holy 
season.  
 
Longtime members spoke of the magnificent musical selections that accompanied this new focus on 
Advent. Several spoke of the tambourine and horns that brought the congregation to attention as the 
choir triumphantly sang, “Prepare the way for the Lord! Clear a straight path for Him!” Others 
mentioned how those bold musical choices led Broadway to a place where an annual congregational 
sing of Handel’s Messiah is now a tradition. 
 
Yet perhaps the Advent tradition most often mentioned from the years of John Claypool’s ministry at 
Broadway is the Chrismon tree. Still in use today, the stately Chrismon tree stands tall in the 
sanctuary each year, bearing dozens of handmade gold and white symbols that draw our 
congregation’s attention and praise back to God.  
 
The Chrismon tree has become a wide-spread practice of proclaiming and celebrating God’s 
promises, God’s saving work, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  Chrismons are utilized in 
worship and educational activities, most often seen during Christmas. Named by combining the 
words Christ + Monograms, the symbols became known as Chrismons.  The "Monogram of Christ" is 
the term first applied to an inscription of the first two letters of the Greek word for Christ (XP). 
 
Chrismon ornaments call for working with one’s own hands in keeping with the spirit of the volunteer 
who made the ornament as an act of personal meditation on the person of Christ.  One does not 
merely buy the ornament, but rather makes the ornament according to his or her own abilities, local 
supplies, and the needs of a congregation. Our faithful member, Effie Lue Foster, John’s mother-in-
law, brought her considerable skill, good humor, and endless patience to the unofficial role of 
“Chrismon Coordinator.” Mrs. Foster gently but persistently recruited Broadway members to help 
make Chrismons, and she made a great many herself. We are sharing several of her Chrismons that 
remain in use at Broadway with you today, alongside the personal set that Rowan and Melanie have 
graciously displayed.  
 
As a person makes a Chrismon, one is encouraged to offer a simple breath prayer.  The goal of the 
work is not just a pretty Christmas decoration, but rather to have a deeper understanding of the 
question, “Who are you, Lord?” at the end of the process. 
 
The evergreen tree, symbolizing abundant and eternal life, is the background for the white and gold 
Chrismons.  The colors of gold and white relate to glory, light, and celebration. Christ, who is the light 
of the World, left glory to invite us into the life of the Triune God.   



 
Some Chrismons are copies of symbols of Christianity from its earliest days. The Fish, one of the 
oldest Christian symbols, incorporates the letters from the Greek word for fish (ichthus), and stands 
for Jesus (I), Christ (X), God (Q), Son (Y), Savior (S). Some of Jesus' disciples were fishermen and used 
this sign to identify as followers of Jesus. The Star of David is a symbol reminding followers that Jesus 
was a Jew and a descendant of King David. The Nativity Star or Comet Star is the symbol of the Star of 
Bethlehem or Epiphany, which led the Magi to Jesus – a sign that even the cosmos recognized the 
God of all who became Incarnate among his own creation. The Shepherd's Staff reminds us that Jesus 
called himself a shepherd, a Good Shepherd, for all people. 
  
Other Chrismons are newer symbols of God's never-changing presence in our ever-changing 
world: An Anchor Cross reminds Christians that Jesus is the anchor of their faith, An Eight-Pointed 
Star represents new life and regeneration in God’s kingdom, A fleur-de-lis or three-leaf 
clover symbolizes the Trinitarian relationship of God who invites humanity to participate in divine life, 
and a Crown symbolizes that Jesus is ruler over heaven and the earth. 
 
As we celebrate the life and ministry of John Claypool, we acknowledge too the many beautiful hands 
and feet that carried out the plans. Thanks be to God! 


